
 

Head Teacher: Mark Williams 

 

 

CARE ASPIRATION RESPECT DETERMINATION 

Wiveliscombe, Taunton, Somerset, TA4 2NE 01984 623483   

       contact@kingsmead-school.com                               www.kingsmead-school.com 
 

 
/KingsmeadSchoolOfficial 

 

@kingsmead 

A company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales, registration number 7547023. An exempt charity. 

 

@Kingsmead /KingsmeadSchoolOfficial 

2 September 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Academic Year 2022-2023 
 
I hope you and your family have had a restful and enjoyable summer break.  We are very much looking forward to 
seeing your child back in school as we begin our new year.   
 
Following on from my letter in July, I am writing to you to share some key information regarding the start of the 
year, our move to our new facilities and to outline our expectations for all students at Kingsmead School.  
 
To enable a successful start to the term, students will return in their year groups on the following dates:  
 

• Tuesday 6 September – Years 7 & 11 only - all other students to remain at home 

• Wednesday 7 September – Years 8, 9 & 10 only - Year 7 & 11 to remain at home 

• Thursday 8 September – ALL students return to school 
 
The New Build  
 
Yesterday morning, we moved into the new building.  We will be spending the next few days unpacking ready for 
students to return to a substantially different site and school buildings.  The entirety of the existing main block will 
be fenced off and out of bounds.  A new pedestrian access route across our site will be in place and communicated 
to students.  The new main block contains some fantastic new facilities including a Dining Hall and Main Hall.  All of 
these are fully functioning, however, there will still be some minor cosmetic work required which will be completed 
outside of school hours. 
 
Given these changes, we will stagger the return of students across the first two days to ensure a safe and orderly 
resumption of education at Kingsmead and to allow students to familiarise themselves with their new school.   All 
students will attend an extended tutor session for periods 1 and 2 on their first day on site.  We will use this time to 
welcome the students back, and tutors will share many of the changes to our on-site arrangements.  Undoubtedly, it 
will take several weeks for us to settle into our new home – we are delighted to finally be there!  As you will be 
aware, we are adding to these fantastic facilities with a new Music Centre based in our East Block which will open 
during the first half-term, as well as a renovation of our Applied Learning workshop.  
   
Moving forward  
 
The last two years have been a turbulent time for everyone.   
  



 

   
 

We will be taking advantage of our move to re-focus on our core purpose as a school and ensure students are ready 
to make the most of the opportunities available to them, developing attributes in line with the school values: Care, 
Aspiration, Respect and Determination, to give them the qualities to succeed.           
 
At Kingsmead, we believe in “Achieving through Caring”.   Our educational philosophy is a simple one; that as a 
school we have a duty of care to look after the well-being and development of every child, whatever their ability or 
circumstance; to give all students the tools to access a fulfilling life, realise their potential and prepare them to play 
their part in society.  A triangle of partnership is the lynchpin formed between school, students and parents/carers 
to support students to make the best possible choices.   
 
Relationships and Positive Behaviour for Learning  
 
All students have the right to learn, and staff have the right to carry out their roles in a calm, purposeful and well-
ordered environment.  To achieve this, staff have a professional responsibility to plan and support learning that is 
challenging and enjoyable.  We aim to engage students with their learning and help them make progress.  Equally, 
we expect students to approach learning with a positive attitude, showing care and respect for others.  
 
As we move to our new facilities, we will continue to work with students and parents/carers in our Triangle of 
Partnership to provide a safe and engaging environment for all.  Our Relationships & Positive Behaviour for Learning 
Policy provides clarity and consistency regarding our core expectations and consequences of both positive and 
negative behaviours of our students. 
 
The policy focuses on the importance of our core values and the fostering of positive relationships.  It also sets out 
some key expectations for students in relation to how they conduct themselves as members of Kingsmead School.  
The Key expectations are to: 
 

• Be safe 

• Be respectful, kind and caring 

• Be prepared and ready to learn 

• Be proud & engage positively 

• Be determined and aspire to do your very best 
 
We will be sharing this with all staff and students at the start of term to ensure that all our behaviours embody our 
core values.  Information relating to ‘Class Charts’ will also be sent to you shortly – this will be a key driver in 
enhancing communication within our ‘Triangle of Partnership’.  Over the next half-term, we will be sharing with you 
details of how to use and access Class Charts.  This is our platform that we have started to use with students to 
celebrate their achievements and shared with you before the summer break.  Our next phase includes using the 
platform to record and inform you of any negative behaviours as well as the setting of Home Learning for Years 9 -
11.  More information, access details and updates will follow this half-term. 
 
We are confident that by working together we will further enable all students to focus on enjoying learning, 
engaging in school life and thriving across the school. 
 
Uniform  
 
Firstly, thank you to parents/carers who continue to support us by ensuring their child has the correct uniform.  We 
appreciate the support in achieving and maintaining our uniform expectations.  Last year saw a growing trend 
amongst some students to fold their skirts up to make them shorter.  This is not acceptable, and students will be 
asked to rectify this before the start of the school day.   All staff will address these concerns directly or by passing on 
to Tutors or Heads of Year, however, if all parents/carers could support us in encouraging the same it would help to 
stem the trend and avoid unnecessary conversations.  If the skirt cannot be worn correctly, we will need to ask that 
it be changed for a longer one. 
 
  



 

   
 

In particular, we would like to specifically highlight the following uniform requirements: 
 

• Plain black V- neck jumper with logo (not a sweatshirt)  

• Plain blue shirt 

• School tie (according to Year Group): 
o Year 7 – Green 
o Year 8 – Purple 
o Year 9 – Red 
o Year 10 – Yellow 

• Year 7 plain dark grey, drop waisted, box pleat skirt  

• Years 8 -11 (a dark grey A-line skirt is acceptable for this academic year only)  
Both versions of the skirt must reach the knee 

• Plain dark grey tailored trousers or shorts  

• Shoes must be plain black, have no more than a half inch heel and be of a polishable material 

• Black socks/ tights of at least 30 denier 

• The new uniform changes from September 2022 are optional for Year 8 to Year 10 students. 

• There will be no change to uniform for Year 11 (2022-23) – polo t-shirts remain. 
 

Jewellery, Make-up and Hairstyles: 
 

• Jewellery is not permitted, except for one small stud earring in each lower ear lobe 

• No facial piercings of any kind 

• No extreme hair styles of any kind  

• Hair must be of a natural colour  

• No false eye lashes, nail varnish or false nails are permitted  

• If make-up is to be worn it must be discreet and natural in appearance 
 

If your child arrives at school in the incorrect uniform, they will not be permitted to go to class. We will call you 
and ask for the uniform to be corrected.  If you are unable to do this, your child will be expected to borrow an 
appropriate alternative from our school supplies.  
 
We acknowledge that there are some changes to this policy compared to the last academic year and we are asking 
parents/carers to go through these expectations with their child to ensure that they are clear and can take any 
necessary actions required for a positive start to the new academic year.  Thank you for your co-operation in 
meeting these requirements and for sending your children to school in uniform that is appropriate for a school 
environment.  By doing so, we can avoid any unnecessary conversations being required at the start of a busy new 
term.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
The importance of being able to read and write with skill and fluency is well known and directly impacts our life 
chances and school success.  As part of our whole school focus on literacy, this year we are introducing a new 
reading assessment for students in Lower School, which will not only guide our interventions with students that 
need further support with reading, but will also link to our new library system and suggest books to challenge and 
develop more fluent readers.  The digital assessments take no more than five minutes and will be conducted 
throughout September and October.  More information can be found online at: www.lexplore.com. 
 
Last year all students in Year 7 completed Home Learning through their Knowledge Organiser.  We were impressed 
by their ability to self-quiz and their developing of independent study skills, a preparation for future exams and 
assessment revision.  Following this success, all students in Years 7 & 8 will complete their Home Learning from the 
Knowledge Organiser this year.  They will all receive their folders by Monday 12 September, which is the first day of 
Home Learning.  Please take the time to look through the Knowledge Organiser with your child.  You will find 
guidelines on how to self-quiz on pages 1-5 and, if you scan the QR code in the Knowledge Organiser, you will find a 
Firefly page containing videos and further support.  It is important that students follow the cycle of practise, test, 
review as the main aim is for students to learn the knowledge in each learning section.   
  

http://www.lexplore.com/


 

   
 

Tutors will check completion every morning and are available to answer any questions.  The Knowledge Organiser 
folder must be brought to school every day and lost folders will need to be purchased through ParentPay for £2.   
 
Attendance Matters @ Kingsmead – Positive Attendance for Learning reminder 
In this new academic year, we will continue to focus on the importance of excellent attendance and punctuality.  As 
we have previously outlined, and after the disruption of the pandemic, excellent attendance and punctuality at 
school has never been more important.  At Kingsmead, we place a high focus on attendance and, as such, have an 
expectation that all students will strive to achieve our target of 95%, whilst taking into consideration pandemic 
related absence.  Our Positive Attendance for Learning policy, which can be found on our website, reflects this 
essential element of school life.  By raising your child’s attendance, you are raising their chances. 
  
Widespread research indicates that children who attend school regularly and lessons punctually achieve better 
outcomes, not just academically, but also in skill sets such as resilience, adaptability, and perseverance, 
consequently giving them a better chance of success in life.  Punctuality and good attendance are essential 
for effective learning, promoting positive relationships and developing good attitudes to education, as well as 
ensuring safeguarding needs are met.  Our aim is to work with you as parents in our Triangle of Partnership to 
ensure all our students receive the most from their education.   
 
Government guidelines dictate that no child should miss school apart from in exceptional circumstances.  As a 
school, we have a responsibility to champion attendance and to support when attendance drops.  As an academy 
working with Somerset County Council, we follow their guidance and code of conduct in relation to attendance and 
use our graduated pathway to provide what we can to support an improvement in attendance.  When we have 
exhausted all options available to us as a school, we request the support of the Education Safeguarding Service (ESS) 
who advise us on the appropriate next steps, which can unfortunately result in prosecutions and fines.  We will 
continue to work with the ESS to refine and update our communications and the support that we offer.  We will be 
introducing some positive punctuality and attendance rewards, arranging attendance and punctuality leagues, as 
well as continuing with the introduction of Friday lunchtime late detentions for those who have accumulated late 
minutes. 
 
Please do continue to support us, to emphasise the importance of excellent attendance and punctuality and please 
let us know if you would like any further support in this area. 
 
COVID 
 
Coronavirus remains both a threat to the health of staff and students, as well as the continuity of education at 
Kingsmead School.  Please encourage your child to maintain good hand hygiene and a ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 
approach.  Students should remain at home if they display symptoms of the coronavirus, and those who test positive 
should not attend Kingsmead for 3 days. Kingsmead staff will continue to promote ventilation and cleanliness in 
classrooms. 
 
BYOD   
 
As a rural school, students feel safer travelling to and from school with mobile devices.  Our policy states that 
students will keep phones/ devices turned off, in their bags at all times, unless requested by staff to use them in 
lessons.  I would ask you to remind your child of the need to take this on-board to avoid any unnecessary conflict. 
 
Opportunities 
 
We are driven to provide your child the very best opportunities available.  Experiences outside of the classroom are 
just as important as those within it.  The aim is to see all our extra-curricular opportunities back up running and 
better than ever in 2022-2023. 
 
Finally 
 
Most importantly, students have access to a world of opportunity.  It is our responsibility to enable them to take 
advantage and fulfil their potential to be the best they can be whether that is in the classroom, on the sports field, 
on the stage or any platform of their choosing.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/


 

   
 

 
I hope your child has had an enjoyable and relaxing summer holiday and is looking forward to their return to 
Kingsmead.   
 
Best wishes 

 
Mark Williams  
Head Teacher 


